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SUMMARY

Matviichuk N. V. Ste@mn and MyrorKuropasin sociopolitical and cultural life
of the Ukrainiandiasporai Qualifying scientificwork as a manuscript.

Thesis for a Candidate Degree in Historical Sciences in the specialty 07.00.01
¢History of Ukraines (03271 History and Archeology)i The National University of
Ostroh Academy, Ostroh, 2018.



The scientific novelty.

The novelty of the scholarly study is that its author has been the first to:

recreate the biographies of Stepan and Myron gasan a complex way;

research the socipolitical and cultural work of family representatives;

analyse the journalistic heritage of Stepan and Myron Kuropas;

study the scientific work of Myron Kuropas;

explore the role of the Kuropas family in the sepaditical and cultural life of
the Ukrainian diaspora;

- reveal the actual problems in the life of the Ukrainian community in the
United States on the basis of the analysis of the joumalig the family
representatives.

The thesis presents the uds of a complex study of the role of tiropas
family in public, political and cultural life of the diaspora in the USA.

The biographical studies aimed at the personalisation of the historical proces:
remain relevant in the modern scholarly researdbtoical studies in Ukraine have
not been an exception. In contemporary Ukrainian historical studiesh has been
done to study individuals, who, being active and creative, caused changes in th
spheres of Ukrainian history, culture, science. Reseacheing modern approaches
and extensive methodological tools, have brought back from oblivion the names o
many state, public and cultural figures, scholars, and writers, including those whc
under some circumstances lived, and sometimes were born outkidee. The
increased activity in the biographical research of the Ukrainian diaspora
representatives, which dates back to the early 1990's, continues to this day. Th
Ukrainian identity of foreign Ukrainians was often passed down from generation to
geneation; moreover, the expatriates were quite active citizens of the countries of the
settlement. Given all that, the study of the role of the Kuropas family in the life of the
Ukrainian community of the United States of America is relevant to Ukrainiarestud

The historiographical analysis, conducted by the author, showed the absence ¢
such studies. Firstly, despite a large number of works devoted to the study of the

activities of individualsof public associations and institutions, the researchers have
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not studied the role of a particular family in the life of the Ukrainian community
abroad. Secondly, nenof the existinggt udi es anal yses jourr
source to study the problems of the Ukrainian communityirdly, only some
contemporedes have referred to events related to the members of the Kuropas family
activities; there are biographical notes mostly on the jubilees of the family members
revi ews and ot her wor ks on St epanos
publications. Moreosr, there exist modern research on the processes taking place ir
the Ukrainian community of the USA in which this family has participated.
Nevertheless, there is no comprehensive study of the role of the Kuropas family in th
socicpolitical and culturalife of the Ukrainian diaspora. However, the existing works
can serve as the basis for a comprehensive reproduction of biographies of Stepan a
Myron Kuropas.

The source of the research is representative and is presented by a wide range
different sourcs. The analysis of materials contained in the archival collections of the
institutions of Ukraine and the United States allowed us to study in detail the socio
political and cultural activities of Stepan andyron Kuropas. The available
documentary and naative sources were used to reconstruct the biographies of Stepan
and Myron Kuropas, to recreate the peculiarities of their outlook formation, mental
attitudes and character traits, as well as to create a prosopographic portrait of th
family. The researcbf the scientific work oMyron Kuropas has made it possible to
distinguish his scientific interests, to analyse his contribution to the study of the
Ukrainian community life in the United States.

The aim of the thesis is to analyse and study the waifeobt the older and
middle generation of the Kuropas family, i.e. Stepan and Myron; to determine their
contribution to the Ukrainian diaspora functioning in the USA. Stepan and Myron
Kuropas had a significant impact on the activities of Ukrainian ingtitstin the
United States and the development of political and ideological norms of the social
consciousness of the Ukrainian diaspora in this country. Accordingly, the structure of

thesis includes sections devoted to the activity and the role of StedaMyaon
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Kuropas in the soctpolitical and cultural life of the Ukrainian community in the
USA.

The thesis reconstructed the biography of Stepan Ku(@8a€2001) i the son
of poor peasants from the Peremyshl region. In the course of the study, welnrave f
that, despite the military vicissitudes and difficult living conditions, the formation of
the worldview of Stepan Kuropas was under the influence of works on Ukrainian
history and Ukrainian literature, which contributed to the good command of the
Ukrainian language. Stepan shared his own-koainian views with his children.
Myron was among them, and he grew up being surrounded by the atmosphere
respect for Ukraine, its history, and the need to preserve Ukrainian traditions anc
culture.

At the sare time, the family constantly emphasized the unconditional need to
respect traditions, customs, to conform to norms, to obey laws of the country, i.e. the
United States of America, which created conditions not only for the living, but also the
personal, soal and national development of the personality. The same model of
upbringing was used in the family of Myron and Lesia Kuropas.

The thesis analyses the sopiolitical and cultural work of Stepan Kuropas.
When living on the territory of Ukrainian landsg showed himself as a social activist.
He continued to be socially active in an internment camp while residing in
Czechoslovakia. In Prague Stepan Kuropas joined the nationalist movement, becomin
a member of the Ukrainian Youth Organization, which wapredecessor to the
Ukrainian Military Organisation (the smalled UVO). Stepan Kuropas continued his
activity in the United States as a conscious supporter of the nationalist movement; h
promoted the creation and stimulated a k&gn activity of the Qganization for the
Rebirth of Ukraine. This Organization supported the ideological and financial actions
of the UVO, and subsequently of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN).
After the split in the ranks of the Ukrainian nationalists, Steparofras became a
member of the Mylnykivtsi movement and supported its views until the end of his life.

Active political and ideological position encouraged Stepan Kuropas to expand

the fields of his activity. Thus, less than a year after he had arriveck ibriited
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States, he became a leading public and cultural figure, the official of the Ukrainian
National Association, which was one of the largest organizations that united
Ukrainians in the United States. In the framework of his activity in the Assogiation
initiated the creation of a large number of local organizations and the District
Executive Committee (the head of which he became). The Committee united the
departments of the Ukrainian National Association in Chicago and its outskirts.

Stepan Kativie ssaeci@polilical and cultural activities urged him to
present his point of view in mass media publications. The analysis of the journalistic
works by Stepan Kuropas showed that he expressed his own thoughts about importa
events for the community. Hgaid much attention to the analysis of various problems
of the Ukrainian National Association; to personalities, history and activities of
various organizations and periodicals that were founded by Ukrainians in the Unitec
States.

In Stepan Kuropas' biogphy, it is indicative that his work ithe Organization
for the Rebirth of Ukrainethe Ukrainian National Association and in many other
organizations that were formed by Ukrainians in the United States was voluntary anc
without any salary, as was the Wwoof most Ukrainian expatriates. In addition, he
often donated money to various needs of the Ukrainian community in the United State
and to Ukrainians outside the country.

The thesis reconstructs the biography of Myron Kurqi&82)and highlights
the pocess of becoming a publpolitical and cultural figure, an educator, a scholar.
In the course of the study, it has been established that Myron Kuropas' father Stepe
Kuropas and his family had a decisive influence on his active public position, political
and ideological beliefs. Despite the fact that Myron Kuropas chose psychology as hi:
major, in due course, he devoted his studies to the analysis of the history o
Ukrainianso emigration to the United S
the Ukrainian National Association.

The documentary and narrative sources, give an opportunity to trace Myron
Kuropas activity in the political life of the United States. Except for his activities in

Ukrainian youth organizations in the United States, dyKuropas has took an active
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part in the political life of this country, and, like his father, he became a supporter of
the United States Republican Party. D
dedicated work in local and regional organizatiang) t h e he W& iveldomed

into US politics.He got awards for his work, and, in the end, he was promoted to the
posts of an adviser to the presid€ifi76) and an assistant to a senét®77). While
occupying these positions, Myron Kuropas did notnalea his fruitful work for the
development and functioning of the Ukrainian community of the United States and the
struggle for the rights of Ukrainians in the USSR. He held various positions in the
Ukrainian National Association. At the same time, as @nser to the US President

for Ethnic Issues, Myron Kuropas conducted a welsidered activity in the ethnic
sphere. It should be stressed that he has never given any preference for solving tl
issues of only the Ukrainian ethnic group in the UnitedeStathus, he has always
tried to pay attention to the problems of all ethnic groups, realizing that the stability of
the whole country depends on it.

Moreover, Myron Kuropas is the author of scholarly research and a significant
number of journalistic puldations. According to the results of the analysis of his
works, we can assert that the main attention of the scholar has been focused on tl
study of the history of Ukrainians emigration to the United States and to the founding
and functioning of the Ukraian National Association. In addition to the monographs,
Myron Kuropas has scholarly and popular scientific publications; he is the author of
parts of collective researci.he works of Myron Kuropas on the history of the
resettlement of Ukrainians to thiited States are important; they greatly increase the
amount of information on the functioning of Ukrainian communities in this country.
| mportant I's Myron Kuropasd i1input i n
development of théJkrainian Natioml Association His book on this organization
remains the only comprehensive work that highlights the functioning of the Union as &
whole.

Myron Kuropasoé publications in peri
they the source for studying the lifedaactivities of their author, but also, they provide

information about social, political, ideological, cultural, religious processes that took
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place in the life of Ukrainians in the United States. Moreover, these works analyse the
interaction of the Ukraiian community with other ethnic groups in this country and of
Ukrainians in the United States with other representatives of the world Ukrainians; a
well as they study the cooperation of Ukrainian Americans with Ukraine.

During this research, it has befmund out that there was a connection between
journalism of Stepan and Myron Kuropas and their spoidical and cultural
activities. Important issues of social, political and cultural sprethesilatedmembers
of the Kuropas family to write works andiales in periodicals. The thesis outlines the
division of journalism among the members of the Kuropas family according to the
quantitative and thematic principles, as well as a bibliograptdex of Myron
Kuropasd®d wor ks.

The results of the thesis can beed for conductindurther researclon the
history of the Ukrainian community inside and outside Ukraine and of Ukrainians in
the United States; for teaching classes on the history of the Ukrainian community
inside and outside of Ukraine; and for commlibibliographic indexes. Some of the
opinions and conclusions formulated in this work can be useful for further research or
activities of Ukrainians in the United States; on functioning and the role of the
Organization for the Rebirth of Ukraine and thkr&inian National Association; on
the publiepolitical, social, cultural life of Ukrainians in the USA during 193m10.

Key words Ukrainian diaspora USA, Ste@mn Kuropas Muron Kuropas
ethnicity, The UkrainianNational Association Organizatiorof the Rebirth of Ukraing
melnykivci, banderivci.
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